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ktter the outbreak of the war's gold produ 
oopper peocuction was ovmtailed because 0 
oxy mainly produced jead during the wato 
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Refinery of the North Korean government. 
dining, the Viberatlotic 
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Finovy began to produce lead arsenate in 
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which ig uced in farming, using by-products 
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to produce bismuth 
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* Construction of 
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4, The Nort’ Korean governuent had to accelerate the program of tae factory to 

ovat the de.and for goods being shippei to the Soviet Union. A 100-ton blast 
*yrvaca, which waa idle in the Chinnamp'o Refinery, was moved to the Munp yong 
Qefinery in November 1949 and put Into use in December, “uirty-six new elec- 
“eolytic celle were alse built to aid in increasing production. 


ag a result of diffi- 
culties in disposing of the products. Difficulties were experienced in pr- 
ducing bigmuth by electrolysis, and 30 the factory conveted to a dry-refining 
wethed. in March 1990, with the installation of a 250-kilowatt generator, 

26 yew elactrolytic cells were installed, followed by 7; more in dune, bringing 
tha total to 208, | ; 
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“, With the additional equipsent, the bismuth cutput reav'ied 1,000 tons monthly, 
ani the North Korean authorities planned to add anoth«r 283 cells, However, 
with the North Korean invasion of South Korea, the nes project was not realized, 
and production declinced because of cifficulties in trans, ortation and exploi~ 
tation of mineral ores. By Octover 1950, 50 cells wire in Dperation. 


.8. On L September, three bonba fell, arvund the blast fushace room, destroying the 


buiiding and a part of the fursace ind killing sevea men and injuring nire. 
On 21 September, the refinery stopy:d pr duction and all wachinery was movea 
“om one %© three kKiloveters from tie original ite, All the factory wrkers 
were disciarged and the staff menbers fled. eS : 


a, When the area was oceupied by United jlations trovoos on 13 October 1950, a 

Factory Sxlf-Defenae Unit was organiz in the ins factory. Over 250 Laborers, 
hechnietais and office workers appliec to join the unit. On 25 October, the 
Refinery Gpecial Headquarters of the T..chan Youth Corps was organized in the 
factory to carry on restoration work. By 3i. Octover, the oxygen factory and - 
silver electrolytic equip.ent were resi:red and on 15 Novesber the lezd elec= 
trolytic aquipment had all been moved b.ck into the original plant by the self- 
defence unit, which rena.ed itself uno ‘yong Forhvey Self-Defense Urjit. 


i, Since tw of the three largest refincrie) in North Korea, at Hungnam and Chin- 


nana ’o. were destroyed in the Korean Wér, the Munp'yon | Refinery reuained as 
o Nad ¢actory of any importance which could possibly function. 


:: For a pr@vious repor: 2 the Munp'yong Refinery, see 


Enel: i inventory of pFoperty of Lunp tyong Refinery 
1 calleetion of charts ° 
A list of equipment 


‘SECRET 


Approved For Release 2000/05/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008300670001-0 


